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My website is a community
by girls,
for girls

Juliette Brindak Blake of Miss O & Friends:

you can be a great intern!

G rowing up can be tough, from dealing with the 
pressures of school and friends to learning about 
self-confidence to experiencing first-time crushes. 
Someone who understands what it’s like to go 

through it all is Juliette Brindak Blake. After noticing her 
younger sister and her friends start dealing with tween 
struggles, Juliette launched Miss O & Friends — a safe online 
space for girls to connect with fellow teens and tweens 
going through the same things. Read on to get an inside 
look at how Juliette launched her all-girl empire!

Hi Juliette! We love Miss O & Friends. How did you 
come up with the idea for the site and the name?
My company was inspired by drawings I did when I 
was 10 years old, but it didn’t officially launch until 

2005 when I was 16. The name of my site is actually my 
sister’s name, Olivia, and her nickname is Miss O, 
hence the name, Miss O & Friends!

What are some things tweens and teens 
can expect to see on Miss O & Friends?
Our website is totally by girls, for girls and 
it’s our amazing community of girls who 

are responsible for all the incredible content you 
see. Girls can write articles about anything, like 
games, polls, quizzes and tons of prizes to win! 
Our community is all about girls being able to 
honestly express themselves. 

How can someone go about posting 
something on the site?
They’ll create a free Miss O username, then 
they’ll log into their account. Once there, 

they can go to the “submit” section in the 
navigation bar and they’ll find different 
categories to submit to. They’ll write their 
post, then follow the instructions to submit. 
Finally, the post will be reviewed by our 
team of adults to make sure it’s appropriate 
and safe for the Miss O and Friends commu-
nity, then our team will set it to go live. 

In addition to your site, you recently 
launched  your first app — Girl2Girl 

Wall! How does it differ from other apps 
out there that are also made just for girls?

The Girl2Girl Wall is basically the 
opposite of other social media apps 

out. It provides a platform for girls to ask 
questions, get advice and express them-
selves. It’s protected by COPPA (children’s 
online privacy protection act), so everything 
is safe from bullying, hate language or 
swear words. It’s a judgement-free zone, 
too — there’s no likes, followers or photos. 

Are there any other ways users on 
the site can get involved with Miss O?
We have Miss O Interns! Girls will 
manage submitted posts, update 
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AMAZING APP!
“The app has over 

35 groups for  
girls, ranging 

from pets, celebs, 
friends, boys,  

coping, puberty 
and bullying,” 

Juliette tells us.

SECRETS  
TO SUCCESS!

“If you believe 
in what you’re 

doing, don’t let 
all the ‘no’s’ stop 

you,” Juliette says. 
“It’s important 

you learn how to 
handle rejection!” SET LIFE!

“I am one of 
the executive 
producers and 

creators of 
Hyperlinked,” 

Juliette says. “I 
often help out 

on set.”

Learn how Juliette’s site inspires tweens 
and teens to be their true selves!

1 Ask questions. “Don’t be afraid  
to speak up or clarify something if 

you’re ever feeling unsure,” Juliette says.

2 Stay organized. This couldn’t be 
more important to do, and Juliette 

has the perfect solution on how to achieve 
this. “Keep a list (either in a notebook or 
on your phone) of everything you need  
to do that day or week,” she says.

3 Ask for feedback. This isn’t some-
thing that’s easy to do, but it’s 

important for growth and learning 
purposes. “It’s not always comfortable to 
hear you’re doing something wrong, but  
if you don’t ask, you might not ever know 
and might not ever fix it!” Juliette tells us.

4 Be ready to do work that might  
not be that fun. “You’re not always 

going to get the most cool or interesting 
tasks, but put your best effort into them 
and show your bosses what kind of work 
ethic you really have!” Juliette insists.

5 Don’t leave before your boss leaves. 
“Never be the first person who 

leaves for the day,” Juliette says. “It’s  
best if you can leave after your boss.”

Miss O & Friends recently embarked 
on an exciting venture, a YouTube 

series based on your site. Tell us about it!
Hyperlinked is our YouTube Premium 
Original Series that launched last year. 

It’s about a group of girls in middle school 
who start and build a website to help other 
girls while dealing with their own middle 
school issues. In the show, the girls start 
Miss O & Friends, too! It was a dream come 
true working on this show!

Where do you hope to see Miss O & 
Hyperlinked 5-10 years from now?
I’d love to see it as a global franchise 
with more T.V. streaming series, 

licensed products and a big online network 
of girls helping girls!

GIRL GANG!
Juliette worked closely with 
the actors in Hyperlinked! “I 
helped pick the cast,” she 

explains to Teen Boss.

polls, quizzes and games. Others will 
help with social media, outreach to 
influencers or bloggers and some 
help design ads and create art for 
the site. If you want to apply to be  
an intern, go to “submit” on the 
navigation bar and choose “Apply 
for Miss O internship.”

Was it hard getting your site 
started at such a young age?
Yes, being young and having 
a business did come with its 

extra share of challenges. Thank-
fully, my parents were excited for 
me and immediately became 
involved in the company and 

helped out by investing some of their own 
money. We also decided to invest my 
college savings, which was my contribution.

What are some of the ways Miss O & 
Friends makes a profit? How long did 

it take to make money initially?

 We do it through ads and sponsor-
ships. When you’re starting out, you’ll 

have to do the heavy lifting by reaching out 
to companies or ad networks, and you’ll 
need to build up your website traffic before 
reaching out to them. It takes a while to 
start seeing a profit, and we didn’t really 
start becoming profitable until 2012.

How did you get viewership to grow 
and build professional relationships?
I went to a lot of conferences where  
I met people who were excited about 

my idea and excited to get behind a teen. If 
there’s someone you really want to talk to, 
I’d suggest picking up the phone and calling 
them (or their assistant). People don’t really 
call anymore, so it will definitely set you 
apart from the thousands of emails. Our 
first piece of press was also in Time For Kids 

and that brought us a lot of 
members and also con-
nected us with teachers and 
schools. 

When did you 
realize you could 

make a living off of Miss O 
& Friends?

When Proctor & 
Gamble invested in 

us in 2008, it gave me the 
vote of confidence that 
what I was doing was 
more than just hobby. 
After I graduated college, 
I was able to do Miss O & 
Friends full-time. 
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