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Dr. Marion Swanson and 17-year-old Juliette Brindak, creator of Miss O &
Friends (missoandfriends.com), answer your questions every other week. To
submit a question or read past questions, visit www.missoandfriends.com.

___

Q: Dear Miss O, I have a friend that I thought was cool, but when I went over to
her house, I kind of saw that she was sort of a baby. She still plays with dolls
and stuff like that. Now I'm thinking that I don't want to be a friend with a baby.
What should I do?

Abby, 12, Iowa

Dr. Marion's response:

Dear Abby,

Give her a chance. Girls your age play with different things sometimes. While
you may feel you've outgrown your own dolls and things like that, some girls
your age aren't ready to let go of those play things even though they would be
happy to play with something new, too. It's also possible that your friend's family
can't afford newer toys. That doesn't mean that you can't find something in
common, though -- your friend might be happy to play something new. It might



be easier to have her over to your house next, so you can play with the toys or
things you find interesting -- you might find that she's very interested in the
same things you like, maybe she just doesn't have those same things yet.

Juliette's response:

Dear Abby,

Don't judge a book by its cover! Just because she still plays with dolls and such
isn't a good reason to quit being her friend. She may still play with things that
you find "baby-ish" but most likely she's still a great friend. If she told you that
she didn't want to be your friend because of something that interest you or
something that you play with, you would fell pretty bad. Please make sure you
don't hurt your friend's feelings. Remember, everyone matures at different
rates.

___

(Young girls grow faster physically than emotionally. Miss O & Friends --
through its Web site, www.missoandfriends.com, books and articles -- provides
a hip, yet wholesome alternative that allows girls to still be girls.)

___
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